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Introduction

This discussion paper
outlines the process and
requirements for the
preparation of a Local
Authority Biodiversity
Action Plan (LABAP) for
County Roscommon.

Following the launch of the 4th National Biodiversity Action
Plan (NBAP), all local authorities are required to have Biodiversity
Action Plans in place by the end of 2026. With the appointment of a

Biodiversity Officer, supported by the Heritage Council under Ceangal including
the Biodiversity Officer Programme, Roscommon County Council are commencing this
process and plan to finalise a Local Authority Biodiversity Action Plan for 2026.

Roscommon County Council, with the support of the Roscommon Biodiversity Working
Group and Roscommon Heritage Forum, would like to hear your views on nature and your
ideas on how we should be addressing the biodiversity crisis at a local level.

This is your opportunity to highlight the key issues affecting

biodiversity in your locality and assist in identifying what we
should be aiming to achieve over the period of the
County Roscommon Biodiversity Action Plan 2026-2031.

Stakeholder Engagement
and Collaboration

The NBAP under objective one aims to adopt
a Whole of Government, Whole of Society
Approach to Biodiversity.

This will ensure that financing for conservation
and restoration is shared across the whole of
government and that biodiversity initiatives

are inspired and supported across the whole of
society. The Roscommon Biodiversity Action Plan
will support collaboration with a wide network
of stakeholder groups across the county to
translate national biodiversity actions into nature
conservation and enhancement on the ground.
In this regard, key stakeholder groups will have
an opportunity to contribute their observations
during the plan preparation process through
public engagement and through online platforms.

Roscommon Biodiversity
Working Group

A Biodiversity Working Group has been
assembled to collaborate with the
Biodiversity Officer in this task.

Operating as a non-statutory advisory
group, it will provide observations on the
preparation, implementation and evaluation
of the Local Biodiversity Action Plan. The
Roscommon Biodiversity Working Group
sits under and reports to the Roscommon
Heritage Forum.
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What is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity or Biological Diversity is a term
that describes the variety of life on earth.

It comprises all living things, from plants,
birds and mammals, to insects, microbes and
fungi includes ecosystems - wetlands, bogs,
woodlands, rivers, oceans, grasslands.

Throughout our county we can see a wealth and diversity of living things, but they are under
pressure and at-risk irreparable damage and loss. Our county holds important wetlands,
bogs, hedgerows, eskers, grasslands, rivers, woodlands, parks, and green open urban spaces
among other habitats which are vital to a sustainable future. Healthy ecosystems are vital
for human health and wellbeing, underpinning food production and food security, giving us
clean water and fresh air, protecting against climate change, providing the basis of many
modern medicines and enriching our lives both culturally and spiritually.

A healthy, resilient environment rich in biodiversity is reliant on a diversity of species, their
genetics and habitats and ecosystem which they occupy. Species is a term used to describe
a group of living organisms consisting of similar individuals capable of exchanging genes
or interbreeding. Variation between species from butterflies to birds, trees to grasses and
all living life creates a range of habitats and ecosystems where we as humans live, work
and enjoy each day. Genetic diversity within a species is key to ensure their survival. It is
important to facilitate the movement of species between areas and habitats to maintain
healthy populations. There are a variety of different habitats and ecosystems
found in county Roscommon these areas are created by the species
which inhabit them and include grasslands, woodlands, wetlands, bogs,
marsh or lowland river floodplains etc. ‘Habitat' refers to the home or
environment of an animal, plant or other organism.

We are currently witnessing an
unprecedented loss of habitats
and species locally, nationally

and internationally, which must

be halted. Ireland declared a
National Biodiversity and Climates:
Change Crisis in May 2019 and.

this was replicated across the -
country at county level by our..- »
local representatives, with
Roscommon County Council .
being among the first to declare
this locally in June 2019. :



Why is Biodiversity

Important?

Ecosystem services are all
elements of nature that either
directly or indirectly bring value to
human well-being, and biodiversity
is critical to underpinning these
services.

Biodiversity provides ecosystem services such as food
security through pollinators, clean water through
functioning healthy wetland ecosystems; carbon
capture through stocks tied to native woodlands and
peatlands; flood prevention in the form of natural
reservoirs linked to wetlands, coastal sand dunes and
upland peatland habitats; education and

research opportunities; amenity and
recreation; and natural resources.

A county rich in biodiversity helps
sustain a healthy environment
providing a range of ecosystem
services, which in turn helps
support a rural economy like that
of county Roscommon.

In county Roscommon we have
are fortunate to have a diverse
landscape, from upland/hills in
the north of the county to the flat
callows in the south. Ireland largest It sustains our agriculture sector
river, the River Shannon flows along through the creation of healthy
the eastern boundary and the River Suck to the west. soils, pollination of crops among
County Roscommon is host to some locally, nationally other things. It provides areas
and internationally important areas and habitats from for our communities to enjoy,
callows, turloughs, bogs to species rich grasslands all providing area to help our

of which provide spaces for a'wide variety of life from wellbeing, enhancing tourism as
insects, birds and mammals to live and breed, and well as providing opportunities
overwinter. for other sustalnable services.
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What are the Threats
to Biodiversity?

In recent decades, scientists across the
world have been documenting increasingly
worrying declines in biodiversity.

The range of changes documented include habitat loss and
fragmentation, the influence of climate change, over exploitation *‘-""q_»
of our environment leading to a reduction in the number of )
species and individuals of that species seen in our every day.

When is the last time you saw more than
one type of butterfly in your garden?

Or have you missed the call of a
Curlew along our wetlands? \

Or missed the smell of wildflowers when
out for a walk?

Climate change also has an influence on our biodiversity.
Climate change refers to the long-term shifts in temperatures and
weather patterns which are evident worldwide. It can enable
the spread of invasive alien species into Ireland which may
not have previously thrived in Ireland’s cooler climate,
impacting native species. Climate change can impact upon
biodiversity by changing weather patterns which in turn

can lead to disruption of natural cycles in the environment
i.e. time of year of plants flowering or animals coming out

of hibernation. Our natural habitats play an important

role by sequestering carbon, they take in carbon storing

it in the soil and plant material. When these habitats
become degraded, they do not sequester
carbon as efficiently.
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Sites of Nature
Conservation

® Drumharlow
NLough

There are several B

internationally and s i |
nationally important sites 1z : akes
for nature conservation in

county Roscommon.
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These include Special Areas of

Conservation, Special Protection fg/
Areas for birds, Natural Heritage oxs
Areas and proposed natural ROSCOMMON

CC

Heritage Areas. g7 o S

There are also many sites
throughout the county that
host a range of species plant,
animal and bird and habitats
(including protected species)
which are not designated

for nature conservation but
nonetheless their ecological value is
of high importance in the county.
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What is the Roscommon
Biodiversity Action Plan 4 T A
2026-2031¢ - a.:luu!!;!::::;;

Following the launch of the 4th
National Biodiversity Action Plan, all
local authorities are required to have
Biodiversity Action Plans in place by the end
of 2026.

The Plan will provide a structured approach to biodiversity
conservation at the county level.

It is an objective of the 4th National Biodiversity Action
Plan (NBAP) that each Local Authority prepares a County
Biodiversity Action Plan which will provide a framework
for the conservation of biodiversity and natural heritage

at a local level. The Roscommon Biodiversity Officer will
work in collaboration with the Biodiversity Working Group,
local representatives and community groups to produce a
Biodiversity Action Plan for the county.

The Roscommon Biodiversity Action Plan will comprise an over
all vision supported by a set of objectives/themes, targets, actions,

and key performance indicators (KPIs) which will set the trajectory of how the plan will
achieve its vision for biodiversity and address the Biodiversity Emergency at local authority
level in County Roscommon.




We want to
hear from you!

Community groups, individuals,
stakeholders or groups/associations are
all encouraged to make observations

in forming the upcoming Roscommon
Biodiversity Action Plan 2026-203]1.

We want to hear your views on the issues that should be included
in the County Biodiversity Action Plan. This document begins the public
consultation process, with further opportunities to contribute in the coming months.
To get started, please consider the following questions:

Why is biodiversity
important to you? Have you noticed a
decline in biodiversity
in your local area?

What in your opinion are the
greatest threats to biodiversity
in County Roscommon?

What actions do or would you or your group
like to take to protect and restore nature?
Are there any barriers to taking this action?

Think back to your childhood - is there something
missing? Has your environment changed?

e.g. is there a particular plant or animal no longer
present? Are stars no longer visible on clear night?
Or are our landscapes managed differently?
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How to Make Your Submission

There are a number of ways you can share
your views and make observations on the
Roscommon Biodiversity Action Plan 2026-2031.

The Pre-Draft public consultation on the Biodiversity Action Plan is
now open until 5.00pm on 29th August 2026.

You can make a submission on the plan as follows:

Al —

y = VZ
online: ~ VW By Post: |
https://consult.roscommoncoco.ie/en FAO: Biodiversity Officer

Aras an Chontae

k\ Roscommon

or scan the QR code County Roscommon
F42 VRO8

'iir'ution will help

e a stronger, nature
ive Roscommon.
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In Person Pre-Draft Public Consultation 0,0
=Y

In person public consultation workshops and drop-in sessions will take
place at the following locations, with times and dates outlined below.

Athlone Area Office Roscommon Library Boyle Area Office
Monksland Business Park Abbeytown, Roscommon Cootehall Street, Boyle
17th August 2026 19th August 2026 21st August 2026
2.00pm - 4.00pm 2.00pm - 4.00pm 2.00pm - 4.00pm
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